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an official statement be issued, Arita remained silent for about three
minutes and finally said : " Well, how can we prove to our satis-
faction that the action of the bank was not open to suspicion ? "
The press campaign had, however, died down and Curtis thought that
no further action was necessary on my part, but to-day he telephoned
me that the Osaka papers had broken out again with inflammatory
headlines, that the matter had been publicly broadcast over the radio,
and that patriotic societies were causing trouble, I therefore decided
to call on Count Uchida and lay the case before him.

Conversation No. 2                                             September 10, 1932

COUNT YASUYA UCHIDA,
MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Affair of the National City Bank of New Tork

Called at three o'clock by appointment on Count Uchida, who
smilingly observed that he hadn't seen me for a long time. Replied
that I had tried to bother him as little as possible since he took office.

I laid before him in detail the case of the Osaka Branch of the
National City Bank of New York, which had ordered the taking of
certain photographs of the business sections of the city under the
instructions from their head office in New York.

I told Count Uchida that the Japanese gendarmerie at Osaka had
asked the bank to stop taking these pictures, even although there
were no laws or regulations against such action, and that immediately
thereafter practically the entire Japanese press had come out with
sensational headlines charging the bank with taking these photo-
graphs to send to the United States Government in order to assist
bombing operations in case of war. I described in detail the harm
that was being done to the bank's prestige and business by this
campaign and asked (i) that an official investigation be instituted,
(2) that on receipt of the report an official statement be issued to the
press absolving the bank from blame with a view to partially rectifying
the harm already done, and (3) that steps be taken to stop the press
campaign.

Count Uchida listened carefully to my presentation and then
remarked that it was difficult in Japan to interfere with the press
but that an investigation was already under way as a result of Mr.
Curtis' call on Mr. Arita, and that when the report was received
he would give it full consideration in the light of my representations.
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There followed a delightful few days in Karuizawa, our last for
the summer. Douglas Fairbanks was a most acceptable guest, full
of fun, a born entertainer, but surprisingly modest and appreciative.